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Statewide!Transportation!Task!Force!
October!29,!2012!Meeting!—!10:30!to!11:30!AM!
Denver!Metro!Chamber!of!Commerce!
4th!Floor!Council!Room!
!
Agenda:!
!
!10:30!AM! Welcome!and!Introductions!
!
!10:35!AM! Brief!Background!on!Prior!Discussions!!
! ! (Documents!Previously!Distributed)!

• Colorado!Transportation!Principles!
• MPACT64!Funding!Priorities!and!Revenue!Strategies!

!
!10:45!AM! Questions!and!Discussion!

• Is!any!important!element!missing?!
• Are!any!elements!unacceptable?!
• What!barriers!must!be!overcome?!
• What!opportunities!are!available?!

!
!11:25!AM! Next!Steps!

• Should!this!large!group!meet!again?!
• Who!else!should!be!at!the!table?!
• Are!there!other!interim!steps?!

!
!11:30!AM! Adjourn!
!
! !



In!Person:!
1. Chip!Taylor,!CCI!
2. Eric!Bergman,!CCI!
3. Tony!Milo,!CCA!
4. Sam!Mamet,!CML!
5. Mark!Radtke,!CML!
6. Don!Hunt,!CDOT!
7. David!Foy,!Progressive!15!
8. Cathy!Shull,!Progressive!15!
9. Ken!Conyers,!Action!22!
10. Cathy!Garcia,!Action!22!
11. Randy!Grauberger,!Progressive!15!
12. Matt!Appelbaum,!MMC!
13. Rick!Pilgrim,!MMC!
14. Jim!Gunning,!MMC!
15. Catherine!Marinelli,!MMC!
16. Peter!Kenney,!MMC!
17. Jennifer!Webster,!DMCC!
18. Sarah!Cassidy,!C3!
19. Joe!Kiely,!A22!
20. Maria!Garcia!Berry,!CRL!

!
Via!Phone:!

21. Russell!George,!Club!20!!
22. Terri!Binder,!Club!20!
23. Dale!Hancock,!Club!20!
24. Betty!Clark!Wine,!Action!22!

!
To!join!the!conference!call:!
Dial!+1!(626)!521]0013!!
Access!Code:!616]722]090!!
Audio!PIN:!Shown!after!joining!the!meeting!
Meeting!ID:!616]722]090!
!



!
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!
Action' 22,' Club' 20,' Progressive' 15' and' the' Metro' Mayors' Caucus' began' collaborating' in' 2003' with' the'
Colorado' 64'Water' principles.' The' four' organizations' whose'memberships' span' the' state' of' Colorado' and'
encompass' all' 64' counties' followed' up' that' successful' collaboration' with' the' development' of' the' 2005'
Statewide'Transportation'Principles,'updated'earlier'this'year.''

Recently,'the'four'organizations'collectively'referred'to'as'MPACT64,'have'met'to'identify'areas'of'consensus'
around' transportation' funding' alternatives.' Simultaneously,' conversations' about' state' funding' priorities,'
including' transportation,' are' occurring' in' a' variety' of' venues' statewide.' CDOT,'MPACT64' and' others' have'
identified'the'need'for'a'multiKpronged'approach'to'addressing'revenue'needs.'Through'faceKtoKface'meetings'
and' conference' calls,' delegates' to'MPACT64' have' endorsed' the' updated' Transportation' Principles,' gained'
consensus'around'spending'priorities'and'drafted'funding'strategies'for'the'consideration'of'their'respective'
members'and'key'partners'and'leaders'statewide.'

Transportation*Funding*Priorities*

1. MultiKmodal'Improvements'including:*
a. Roadway'improvements'
b. Bicycle'and'alternative'modes'
c. InterKcity'transit'funding'

2. System'preservation'&'annual'maintenance'
3. Safety'(accelerate'progress'underway'with'FASTER)'
4. New'capacity''

a. Agree'that'new'capacity'should'be'tolled''
'

Transportation*Revenue*Strategies*

1. Advance'statewide'revenue'solutions'prior'to'pursuing'regional'solutions.'
a. Support'a'2013'statewide'election'to'index'motor'fuel'tax'(includes'diesel,'gasoline,'and'ethanol)'

to'inflation'and'increase'by'$.10'per'gallon'
i. MPACT64'suggests'phasing'in'increase''

2. Develop'&'authorize'a'mechanism'to'enable'regions'to'create'regional'transportation'authorities'
(RTAs)'in'partnership'with'CDOT.'
a. Enable'RTAs'to'raise'revenues'and'implement'multiKmodal'improvements.'''
b. Require'regions'to'propose'a'governance'structure,'list'of'and'timeline'for'improvements,'and'

identify'sources'and'uses'of'revenues.'
3. Managed'Lanes'should'be'considered'as'a'source'of'revenues'in'congested'corridors'seeking'additional'

capacity.''
4. A'voter'approved'gas'tax'increase'needs'to'be'balanced'with'a'process'to'thoroughly'examine'and'

propose'a'fair'and'equitable'way'for'users'of'hybrid,'alternative'fuel'and'electric'vehicles'to'pay'their'
fair'share'for'their'impact'on'the'transportation'system.'



 1 

MPACT64 COLORADO TRANSPORTATION PRINCIPLES: 2012 UPDATE 
 
Colorado’s economic development, tourism, quality of life, viability and sustainability are dependent upon having a safe, efficient 
and reliable transportation system statewide. Recognizing this, in 2005 a statewide coalition of communities and business 
interests that spanned the state and included the Metro Mayors Caucus, Progressive 15, Action 22 and Club 20 (MPACT64) 
formulated consensus principles to assist decision-makers, community leaders and the public in developing a balanced 
approach to addressing Colorado’s transportation challenges. This 2012 update reflects the new economic realities that have 
emerged as a consequence of dramatically reduced federal funding and the 2007-09 recession. 
 
Over the past 30 years, Colorado has experienced periods of rapid growth that have expanded the urban footprint and 
increased infrastructure demand, weathered dramatic economic recessions, and witnessed the decline of its transportation 
infrastructure as a result of systemic underfunding. Today, 52% of Colorado’s highways are rated poor and 33% have 
deteriorated to the point of requiring full reconstruction. Colorado bridges are in disrepair and 123 are rated as poor condition. 
Federal and state gas taxes have remained static for more than twenty years and an increase in the federal gas tax seems 
unlikely. Federal funding has evaporated and the partisan paralysis in Congress offers little hope for relief. With this new reality, 
state, regional and local leadership are being called upon to develop new funding sources to address both current and future 
transportation maintenance and capacity needs in ways that maximizes mobility, equity and transparency while minimizing cost. 
Local and regional governments will need to work closely with each other and the state to meet capacity and mobility needs.  
 
These principles are intended to benefit all Coloradans and should be considered as a whole, not advocated individually.  Our 
diverse coalition is evidence that the urgency of our transportation issues demands solutions that transcend both political and 
geographic boundaries. To this end, we must continue to develop and enhance our comprehensive, long-term statewide 
transportation vision and ensure that it reflects both regional and local needs. This document is a working, dynamic document. 
All parties commit to remain at the table where the principles may be amended or expanded as times and conditions change. 

 
PRINCIPLES 

 
1. Acknowledge the Role of Transportation in Regional and Statewide Economic Development and Help the Public to 

Understand the Importance of Investing in Our Statewide System. The comprehensive statewide transportation vision 
must recognize the vital relationship between the transportation system (air, rail, highway & transit), the efficient movement 
of people, goods and services (intra- and inter-regional), and Colorado’s economic sustainability. 

 
2. Preserve & Maintain Colorado’s Transportation Infrastructure. Our current infrastructure is the foundation of our future 

transportation system. Maintenance and preservation are critical to protecting public safety, promoting mobility and wise 
stewardship of public investments. Moreover, deferred routine maintenance often becomes reconstruction at substantially 
higher costs. 
a. Maintenance should include state and local roads and bridges; transit; rail and aviation infrastructure. 
b. Infrastructure should be maintained so as to meet established performance standards. 
c. Where appropriate, infrastructure should be improved to current design standards.  

 
3. Alleviate Congestion & Improve Mobility.  Enhancing and improving the current system is critical to maintaining safety 

and enhancing mobility. Congestion increases the cost of consumer goods and services, wastes fuel, lowers business 
productivity and diminishes quality of life.  
a. Pursue multi-modal transportation solutions that provide access across the state and expand mobility options for 

people of all ages, incomes & abilities while preserving the quality of life in our communities. 
b. Support collaborative partnerships among localities in order to address unfunded transportation needs. 
c. Encourage transit-oriented development (TOD) to reduce single occupant vehicle (SOV) demand and maximize local 

and regional investments in transit infrastructure. 
d. Improve and integrate bus and fixed-guideway systems (dedicated transit right-of-ways). 
e. Expand capacity with HOV (High Occupancy Vehicle), HOT (High Occupancy Tolling) & Toll lanes. 
f. Reduce SOV trips and vehicle miles traveled. 
g. Support safe, accessible routes for cyclists and pedestrians. 



 2 

h. Explore and pursue opportunities to relocate commercial traffic (rail & truck), utilities and through-traffic outside of 
congested areas in cooperation with local governments. 

i. Support statewide performance measures for congestion and make investments necessary to meet those measures. 
 
4. Efficiently Use Available Dollars. CDOT, the regions and local jurisdictions have demonstrated the ability to collaborate, 

innovate and right-size projects to meet current economic conditions.  
a. CDOT and local entities should cooperate on locally or privately-funded improvements consistent with regional and 

state transportation plans and procedures. 
b. Processes should strike a balance between the project purpose, environmental protection, environmental justice, and 

public participation while achieving timely completion of the environmental review process. 
c. Off system improvements that relieve state highway congestion should be considered for state funding. 
d. Encourage mutually beneficial processes and projects that promote collaboration between CDOT, regional 

organizations, local governments, transit providers, other agencies and the private sector. 
e. Whenever possible, leverage federal, state, local and private resources. 

 
5. Identify New Revenue Sources. Efficiency alone cannot solve Colorado’s transportation dilemma and it may be necessary 

to amend constitutional revenue constraints while retaining voter approval. Local jurisdictions and regions should be 
encouraged to position themselves for the limited, competitive funding available at the federal level. Jurisdictions that 
approve new revenue sources must be guaranteed that their share of the statewide transportation allocation will not 
diminished as a result.  
a. Consider expanding or increasing existing user fees or funding mechanisms: 

• Increasing or indexing of gas tax 
• Vehicle Registration & Licensing Fees 
• Expand Tolling to Support New Capacity 
• Rural/Regional Transportation Authorities (RTAs) 
• Public/private partnerships 
• Congestion Pricing 

b.   A variety of new user based fees should be considered and piloted, including:  
• Mileage-based user/VMT fees 
• Wheel fees 
• Alternative user or fuels fees 

c.  Evaluate and consider other new funding mechanisms: 
• New tax sources 
• Development fees 
• Enhanced bonding authority 
• Infrastructure utility fees 

 
6. Encourage Broad Participation in the Strategic Statewide Transportation Vision. 

a. Continue improving the planning process in developing, enhancing & implementing a comprehensive statewide 
strategic vision. 

b. Improve opportunities to encourage public input into the planning process. 
c. Enhance communications between local, regional and state transportation agencies and the public; and encourage 

local and regional agencies to engage CDOT in developing their transportation priorities.   
d. Ensure that the statewide vision is coordinated with regional and local communities so that priorities, plans and visions 

are consistent. 
e. Recognize multi-modal options for urban and rural areas. 

 
7. Elevate Public Awareness of the Statewide Transportation Challenges. In order to identify acceptable revenue 

solutions, the public must understand the vital relationship between transportation infrastructure and the economic viability 
of the state, regions and local communities. An educated public should also understand the need for transportation 
investments, the costs and impacts of inaction, the planning process and the opportunities for public input into that process. 
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