


 Denver based 
 Mixed use 
 Mixed income 
 Age diverse 
 Environmentally responsible homes and neighborhoods 



 Various programs 
 LEED 
 ICC 700 
 Environments for Living 
 Enterprise Green 
 Energy Star 

 To us, being energy efficient is most important 
 We have selected Energy Star as our “yardstick” 



 Has the greatest brand recognition for our buyers 
 Requires third party raters in design and construction 
 Therefore it is credible 
 Uses Home Energy Rating System (HERS score) 

 



 MPG sticker for homes except lower is better 
 Compares our homes to resale and new competitors 
 Government approved 
 Recognized by mortgage companies 
 Converts energy performance to dollars 
 Every new home has a HERS score 











 Conserve 
 Better envelope 



 Generate 
 











 Low interest rates 
 Xcel rebates (not available in all areas) 
 Federal tax credits 
 Solar panel prices 



Our next series of homes will be our best-built yet. 
 
 
 Focus is on a better building envelope 

 Not AS dependent on Solar 
 Thicker Walls 
 Better windows 
 Houses more air-tight 
 Balanced HVAC 

 



NREL’s BEopt program helps us 
quickly analyze construction 
alternatives and price them. 



WUFI 
 
 Oak Ridge National Lab 
 Dynamic model 
 \Helps us track moisture movement through walls 



PASSIVE HOUSE 
 1970’s American superinsulation concept 
 Static model 
 Now a massive spreadsheet developed by 
European physicists 
 

 



OWENS CORNING 
 Use of their products as a system 
 We get 

 Building Science expertise through their R&D 
department 

 Consumer marketing expertise 
 

 



 Energy upgrades of existing housing stock are the 
best way to impact carbon footprint of cities. 
 We need a market driven incentive. 
 The market is not transparent, thus it doesn’t work. 
 If consumers knew the energy performance of their 
purchase options, upgrades could be financed at 
time of purchase. 



THUS 
 What is needed a an energy score at time of 
resale. 
 Now possible to include this in MLS 
 Sellers could upgrade to make homes more 
competitive. 
 Or Buyers could elect to do an upgrade at the time 
a new loan is originated—the only time the funds are 
easily available for such an upgrade. 



It’s not just about being Zero Energy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s about being Zero Energy and affordable 
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