
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
Metro	Mayors	Caucus	
Water/Climate	Committee	
February	23,	2016	—	8:00	AM	to	9:30	AM	
Thornton	Civic	Center	—	City	Council	Conference	Room	
	
Agenda:	
	
	 8:00	AM	 Welcome	and	Introductions	
	 	
	 8:10	AM	 Colorado	Water	Plan	—	What’s	Next?	
	 	 James	Eklund,	Executive	Director,	Colorado	Water	Conservation	Board	
	
	 8:50	AM	 Water/Climate	Committee	—	Work	Plan	

• Scope	of	work	
• Agenda	topics/Speakers	
• Presentation	to	the	Full	Caucus	
• Meetings	schedule	&	location	

	
	 9:30	AM	 Adjourn	



	

	
	
	
	
	
Metro	Mayors	Caucus	
Water/Climate	Committee	
February	23,	2016	—	8:00	AM	to	9:30	AM	
Thornton	Civic	Center	—	City	Council	Conference	Room	
	
Attending:	
James	Ecklund,	ED,	CWCB	
Mark	Koleber,	City	of	Thornton	
Randy	Ahrens,	Broomfield	
Suzanne	Jones,	Boulder	
Heidi	Williams,	Thornton	
Joyce	Jay,	Wheat	Ridge	
Catherine	Marinelli,	MMC	
Peter	Kenney,	MMC	
	
	
Colorado	Water	Plan	

• Available	online	
• Turned	in	to	Governor	11/19	
• Charged	with	implementation	
• Last	10	years	the	longest	and	most	severe	drought	in	1200	years	

o Still	in	drought	
o California	was	at	5%	snowpack	at	end	of	season	last	year	–	in	Colorado	get	

nervous	at	50%	of	snowpack	
o System	doesn’t	work	well	at	this	level	
o Concern	that	there	was	not	a	contingency	plan	to	deal	with	something	like	a	5%	

snowpack	
• Every	other	state	in	the	West	had	a	water	plan	–	Colorado	didn’t		

o Many	states	are	actionable	–	TX	&	CA	
o Others	are	more	of	an	atlas	that	shows	where	it	is	–	like	NM	
o Colorado’s	is	actionable	

• Supply	and	Demand	Gap	
o 80%	water	West	Slope	
o 90%	pop	on	East	slope	
o Demand	by	municipal	and	industrial	is	met	via	trans-mountain	diversions	–	500k	

acre	feet	per	year	moved	
o Water	plan	in	now	a	uniting	force	–	West	and	East	slope	understand	reliance	
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o Additional	gap	of	560k	gap	in	municipal	and	agricultural	supply	with	projected	
population	growth	

§ Water	plan	sets	a	measurable	objective	conserving	400k	AF	via	
conservation	by	2050	

§ Need	400k	of	storage	by	2050	
• Cannot	solve	entire	gap	by	conservation	–	not	mathematically	

possible	
• Question	-	Doesn’t	it	make	more	sense	to	manage	consumption	via	agricultural	which	is	

92%	of	consumptive	use	of	water	in	state?	
o There	is	room	for	conservation	in	agricultural	but	more	efficiency	often	increases	

consumptive	use	–	e.g.,	water	at	root	zone	is	more	efficient	but	reduces	return	
flow	as	agriculture	plants	more	to	maximize	and	use	their	allocation	of	water	

• There	is	a	public	safety	issue	with	water	provision	for	municipal	that	makes	municipal	
water	shortage	more	acute	

o Possible	10M	people	in	Colorado	between	2050	and	2060	–	problematic	from	
service/gap	perspective	but	Colorado	better	prepared	for	this	growth	than	
Phoenix	or	some	other	Western	cities	

• Land	Use	–	measurable	objective	of	75%	of	Coloradans	living	in	a	community	by	2025	
that	has	water	saving	actions	in	land-use	planning	

o Must	not	continue	to	sprawl	
o Cannot	rely	on	buy	and	dry	to	meet	demand	
o Currently	only	3k	AF	in	alternatives	to	buy	and	dry	–	need	to	increase	this	to	50K	

AF	–	goal	for	Ag	
• Public	engagement	–	measurable	objective	of	5	key	water	challenges	for	public	by	2030	

o Water	is	an	economic	development	issue	–we	lose	out	to	Salt	Lake	City	because	
we	cannot	guarantee	supply	into	future		

o Need	to	change	this	to	show	we	are	innovating	on	water	
• Watersheds	–	measurable	objective	to	go	from	1.5%	of	water	ways	(rivers	and	streams)	

under	protection	plan		-	need	to	get	to	80%	of	locally	prioritized	waterways	(not	water	
sheds	–	82%	of	these	are	already	covered)	by	2030	

o Done	within	basins	
• Storage	-	Current	7.5M	AF	in	storage	currently,	need	to	bump	this	up	by	400k	AF	by	

2030	
o Windy	Gap,	Moffat,	NISP	and	Chatfield	expansion	–	these	are	roughly	400k	AF	
o Challenge	is	to	get	permitting	in	place	to	get	these	built	in	our	lifetime	

§ Chatfield	example	-	14	years	to	get	Record	of	Decision	on	
noncontroversial	project	

• Population	doubled	but	we	used	same	amount	of	water	as	1970’s	
• Conceptual	framework	-	have	reached	a	new	consensus	around	what	the	critical	issues	

are	around	water	between	west	and	east	slopes:	hydrologic	risk,	conjunctive	risk,	
triggers,	collaborative	programs,	future	w.s.	needs,	conservation	and	efficiency,	and	
environment.	
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• Funding	–	state	needs	to	raise	additional	revenue	of	$100M/yr	($3	billion	by	2015	or	
$20B	by	2050)	starting	in	2020	

o Severance	tax	is	current	source	of	funding	–	down	70%	and	is	projected	to	
continue	to	decline	due	to	oil	and	gas	prices	

o $3B	is	inclusive	of	new	investments		
o $16-17B	of	necessary	revenue	will	come	from	existing	rate	structure	
o $$	taken	from	CWCB	to	balance	budget	and	any	refund	will	come	out	of	CWCB	–	

HPF	would	relieve	some	of	the	pressure	
o Rural	Republican	legislator	has	suggested	a	$0.25	tap	fee	for	every	gallon	used	–	

would	raise	a	lot	of	money	–	applied	across	all	users	
§ Would	need	to	be	an	enterprise	

• Implementation		
o CWCB	–	state	implementation	
o Basins	implementing	basin	implementation	plans	
o SWSI	update	moving	forward	

	
MMC	Recommendations	

• State	should	do	more	monitoring		
o State	hears	both	sides	–	don’t	be	alarmist	and	keep	on	top	of	things	

• Climate	Action	Plan	is	staffed	by	CWCB	
o Legislature	required	CAP		
o Doesn’t	include	measurable	objectives	
o Have	been	engaged	in	a	listening	tour	
o CAP	focusing	on	scenarios	that	are	common	to	a	variety	of	possible	outcomes	in	

the	long-term	given	the	difficulty	of	projecting	out	much	further	which	is	
controversial	and	has	huge	variability	in	outcome	

• Plan	presentation	by	Taryn	Fennesy	(sp?)	
• Keystone	was	working	with	DRCOG	on	density	projection	goal	related	to	water	but	

people	outside	DRCOG	objected	
o Will	check	in	with	funders	

	
Work	Plan		

• MMC	has	commented	on	water	plan	
• Added	Climate	Action	Plan	to	work	plan	
• Discussed	meeting	every	other	month	(Feb/April/June/Aug/Oct/Dec)	
• PK	to	send	out	Water	and	Climate	Plans	and	MMC	Water	Committee	Recommendations	
• April	meeting	invite	Taryn	out	for	a	presentation	
• Are	municipal	land	use	changes	something	that	this	group	wants	to	explore	

o Storage	projects	are	difficult	to	build	consensus	around	
o Presentations	by	leaders	on	conservation	in	other	cities	
o Invite	Keystone	out	to	talk	about	the	process	they	used	and	land	use	standards	

that	they	evaluated	
§ Were	supposed	to	provide	menu	of	options	
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• Joyce	can’t	do	Mondays,	Heidi	cannot	do	Fridays,	Randy	prefers	to	not	do	T/W/TH	
• Is	doing	longer	meeting	possible	as	opposed	to	meeting	monthly		
• Room	reserved	through	year	end	

	
Find	article	on	agricultural	conservation	and	resend	–		
	
Next	Meeting	

o Taryn	Finnessey	from	CWCB	
§ A	staff	member	at	CWCB	who	is	working	with	a	team	on	the	climate	

action	plan	for	the	state.	They	are	currently	conducting	stakeholder	
listening	sessions	—	and	an	update	from	her	will	be	timely	in	March	

§ We	will	also	follow	up	for	future	meetings	on	the	work	of	the	Keystone	
Center	to	develop	water	consumption	metrics	for	municipal	uses	under	
various	development	scenarios	

o We	will	meet	monthly	until	the	committee	has	a	sufficient	grasp	on	the	material	
to	slow	the	schedule.	

o Next	Meeting	and	subsequent	meetings:	
§ Fourth	Tuesday	of	the	month	
§ 8:00	AM	to	9:30	AM	
§ Thornton	Civic	Center	—	City	Manager’s	Conference	Room	

• Meeting	Adjourned	9:30	AM	


